
WILLMAR PLANNING COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2nd, 2022 
333 6TH STREET SW, CONFERENCE ROOM 1 
MINUTES 

 

1. The Willmar Planning Commission met on Wednesday, November 2nd, 2022 at 
6:30pm at the City Hall 
 
Member Present: Jonathan Marchand Chair, Jeff Kimpling Vice Chair, Jasmine 
Miller, Stacy Holwerda and Cletus Frank. 
 
Members Absent: Steve Dresler, Kelsey Vosika and Stephanie Carlson. 
 
Others Present: Justice Walker, Guilherme Motta; Greg & Rebecca Weirscke, Jason 
Dowdy, No Lay, and Jennifer Kotila. 

 
2. Jonathan Marchand starts the planning commission meeting at 6:30pm. Justice 

Walker talks about the October 05, 2022 minutes that was read for the 
members. Justice reminds the commissioners that both November planning 
commission meetings will be before the November Council meetings. Justice 
Walker will put a note in the October 5th minutes that the approval of Happy 
Halal was moved to November 2nd. Justice asks for a second approval of the 
minutes. Open public hearing is opened. Justice Walker go ahead and 
introduces the day agenda, the first discussion will be about the Happy Halal 
Conditional Use Permit, and then we move forward to the Stadium View 
Addition Preliminary and final plat and finally the Grocery Store Preliminary 
Plan Review.  

 
3. CLEAN CHICKENS/HAPPY HALAL CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT:   

Director Walker gives an overview of the project for the Commissioners along with 
an overview of the comments from the relevant department heads. After listing 
the requirements from the engineering letter he gives the staff recommendation. 
The recommendation is approve the small livestock halal processing plant with the 
conditions set forth by staff comments. 13 parking stalls, engineering comments, 
and the easement requested by the utilities.  
 
Director Walker addressed the concerns about the smell and about the inspections 
that shall be done by the relevant agency. Greg Wierscke comments that 
temperature is usually under 40F and that smell is related to the temperature and 
this temperature is related to care about the spread of bacteria and keep the 
environment safe.  
 
Chair Marchand comments that the activity shall be inspected by the competent 
agencies like FSIS which is why it is not on the Conditional Use Permit.  



 
Rebecca Weirscke affirms that the inspections will not change with ownership.  
Vice Chair Kimpling asks about power generation plans. Mr. Weirscke said they are 
not in the current plans, but it is in the long term plans. 
 
Chair Marchand asks for questions and nobody has any. The Public hearing closed 
at 6:40pm. No further discussion. Motion to approval with according to 
recommendation.  
 
Commissioner Cletus Frank motions to approve with the comments and 
recommendations set forth. Seconded by Commissioner Holwerda. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

4. STADIUM VIEW ADDITION PRELIMINARY PLAT MINOR SUBDIVISION: 
 Director Walker presents the project as a minor subdivision. They have the final 
plat but they got the comments back from engineering this afternoon. The County 
is looking to subdivide a lot with existing buildings. The total area to be platted is 
7.33 acres with 4 lots and one outlot will be created. Justice informed applicant of 
the engineering comments received today and the applicant needs to make so 
changes and no action will be taken today.  
 

5. PRELIMINARY GROCERY STORE PLAN REVIEW: 
Director Walker presents the project and gives an overview of the steps taken so 
far by staff with the applicant.  
 
Chair Marchand asks how many square feet for the store and Mr. Dowdey 
responds 2000 sq. ft. Chair Marchand comments that there is no changing about 
parking because there is no changes in the existing construction area.  
 
Commissioner Frank comments that it is necessary to make sure electricity is fine 
for coolers and Director Walker responds that WMU confirmed that the building 
currently at 41% electricity capacity.  
 
Commissioner Marchand asks for questions. This is a preliminary review and 
Director Walker explains about the next steps, considering this project is a 
remodeling. Mr. Dowdey says the only change in the existing project is the 6” x 8” 
additional room for the employees.  
 
Commissioner Frank requests CIC document for planning commission review. 
Then, next meeting commission would be able to approval.  

6. MISCELLANY 
 



Guilherme Motta introduced himself as the new city planner. He comes from Brazil 
and has bachelors in Architecture. He has a master and PhD both in architecture, 
urban planning field. He has worked as a planner director for 7 years in Brazil.  
 

7. ADJOURN 
Motion to adjourn at 7:05 by Vice Chair Kimpling. Seconded by Commissioner 
Frank. The motion carried. With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

 
 
Minutes presented by Planning Director Justice Walker 


